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The Fragil i ty of
Desi  Gay

Relat ionships

(part 4 of 4) by Ninad Jog

I  am often told that  desi  gays
may simply wish to  be s ingle
than be in a relat ionship.  I  would
bel ieve  i t ,  but  anecdotal  data
does  not  support  that  v iew.  Most
desis  that  I  come across at  desi
gay potlucks in the US are single
and eager ly  looking to  be  in  a
re lat ionship—”even with  a  des i ,
need not  be  white .”

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e
conservative, women-oppress ing
and sex-is-taboo cultural  mores
o f  t h e  h e t e r o s e x u a l  I n d i a n
c o m m u n i t y c o n t r i b u t e
s igni f icant ly  toward inhibi t ing
the emergence of  stable desi-desi
gay couples .  The at tract ion for
exot i c  o thers—part i cu lar ly
whites—is a  secondary factor .

I  am a  sof tware  engineer  by
training,  not a social  scientist .
M y  v i e w s  s t e m  f r o m  m y
observat ions  and f rom my love
f o r  f o r m i n g  h y p o t h e s e s  a n d
general izat ions .  But  blame me—
not  my lack of  t ra ining—for  any
pol i t i ca l  incorrec tness .  My
observations are l imited to desi
gay  guys—I  have  no  knowledge
or  views about  desi  lesbians .   I
h a v e  a v o i d e d  u s i n g  t h e  t e r m
S o u t h  A s i a n  a s  m y  d i r e c t
exper ience  comes  f rom growing
up in India and l iving in the
United States .  

T h a n k s  t o  m y  b e l o v e d
boyfr iend Prashant  for  comments
and suggest ions.

Update: Unjust Imprisonment of HIV
Prevention Health Care Workers

from an e-mail received from Gregory Pappas
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Arif  Jafar,  director of the Naz
Foundat ion  In terna t iona l
(NFI)  Regional  Liaison Off ice

i n  L u c k n o w ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s
col leagues  who were  ja i led by the
Lucknow pol ice ,  were  re leased on
bai l .   Currently the Lucknow police
have  gone  ahead and f i led  a  charge
s h e e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o u r  i n  t h e
magistrate 's  court .  They have been
charged under  the  same sect ions  that
were  ment ioned in  the  FIR,  namely
c o n s p i r a c y  t o  c o m m i t  c a r n a l
i n t e r c o u r s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  o r d e r  o f
nature ,  abetment  of  carnal  intercourse
against  the order of  nature,  obscenity
and others .   

The  organizat ion 's  lawyers  have
perused the  charge  sheet  and bel ieve
that there are a lot  of  factual  and legal
errors  and misrepresentat ions and are
looking into f i l ing for  a  discharge.
"Hopefully,  the Indian Judiciary wil l
not punish us for trying to save l ives
by fol lowing pol icy  formed by the
government  of  the  country."

The of f ice  in  Lucknow that  was
opened after  a  court  order on the 14th
o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 1 ,  i s  n o w  f u l l y
f u n c t i o n a l ,  u p  a n d  r u n n i n g .   A

resource center  in the off ice  has a
wide collect ion of  materials  on male
sexualit ies and reproductive health
issues .   Anyone who needs any form
of help with regards to  such materials
is  free to approach or visit  the off ice.

T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a n k s  t h e
numerous  individuals  who gave  their
o v e r t  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  I n d i a  a n d
abroad.  The NFI  was represented in
s t r e n g t h  a t  t h e  6 t h  I C A A P  i n
Melbourne,  where  a  huge support  for
the organization was exhibited from
all  over  the globe.   "Their  support  is  a
s o u r c e  o f  s t r e n g t h  t o  u s  a n d  a
constant  reminder  to  our  persecutors
that  ult imately good work done in
good faith for the cause of  saving
l ives  is  recognized and valued and
that  mere persecution coming from
m i s p l a c e d  a n d  m y o p i c  v i e w p o i n t s
shal l  not  be enough to deter  us  from
our chosen field of  work."

A full version of this story is
available on our website at:

www.khushdc.org.

Next month in Khush Khush Hota Hai...Next month in Khush Khush Hota Hai...
• Our Special  Valentine’s  Day issue. . .
• More spicy recipies. . .
•  And,  o f  course ,  more  spicy  poems by JK. . .

I f  you’d l ike  to  contribute  to  KKHH, send your art ic le ,
comments  or  ques t ions  to :  KhushDCKKHH@hotmai l . com
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EventsEventsKhushKhush

in the Kitchen

Khush in the  Kitchen ’s taking a little
break to  res tock  her  pantry—her
cupboard is  looking a l i t t le  bare
r i g h t  n o w !  S o ,  d o n ’ t  l e t  y o u r
f e l l o w  K h u s h i e s  g o  h u n g r y ! ! !
Share your favorite  recipes with
al l  of  us .  Send your  tasty  rec ipes  to
K h u s h  i n  t h e  K i t c h e n a t
K h u s h D C K K H H @ h o t m a i l . c o m .

Chutney Fridays
Friday,  February 1 ,  2002  •  6 :00  p .m.
Brush off  the snow and join the gang for  a
s t i f f  dr ink  a t  T i tan ' s—upsta i r s  f rom
Hamburger  Mary 's   (on the  corner  of  14th
and Rhode Is land) .  1337 14th St ,  NW

( 2 0 2 )  2 3 2 - 7 0 1 0 .  F o r  a  m a p ,  v i s i t :
w w w . k h u s h d c . o r g

Do you have  an event  you’d l ike  to  have
l isted in “Upcoming Events?” E-mail  i t  to :

KhushDCKKHH@hotmai l . com

Aunty...
W h e n  y o u  m a k e  y o u r  p e a s  a n d

alloo.. .do you boil  the alloo first,  then
add i t  to  the peas or  do you cook i t  a l l
together?

So verry heartening to hear that you are
trying to  cook desi  food in the middle  of
MacDonald Land.   Alloo-mutter  is  easy,
darling.  First, you take off your clothes and
switch of f  the l ights .   Then you take your
alloo into your hands and feel it  gently,
making sure that the skin is  intact.   I  can
assure you that nothing compares to holding
a big long alloo in your hand in the middle
of  a dark room.  (Aunty once told a certain
establishment on 14th Street to start doling
out alloos on slow nights!)  There are many
other things you can do with that alloo but I
am going to let  you f ind those on your own
so as not to taint your desi imaginations.
Anyways ,  when  you  are  done  wi th  i t ,
boiling the alloo seems to be the only logical
choice before adding peas and serving it  to
your guests.

-—Aunty

Dearest  Aunty  Helen,
What 's  the  best  way for  me to  t ie  my

sari? Should I  wear a jock strap, boxer-
brief,  boxers,  brief  or a thong with it .

Thank  you ,
Hanging free

Dear Hanging Free:  

# Having never advised a hijra to tie
a sari before,  I  am not quite sure how to nip
this one in the bud, so to speak. If  you are,
however,  endowed l ike any of  the desi  men
that Aunty Helen has seen, then a jock strap,
boxer brief ,  boxers,  or a thong will  not do.
Kindly to procure a large pett icoat  (or a
burlap bag, a borri as we call  it)  to hide your
alloos from public viewing.  If  you can't f ind
a pett icoat  or  a  borri ,  then kindly use  the
scissors aunty has drawn at the beginning of
this reply and use them to get rid of the darn
nuisance.

— A H

Do you have a  quest ion for  Aunty
Helen about  l i fe  and love in  DC?

E-mail  i t  to Aunty Helen’s Closet at :
KhushDCKKHH@hotma i l . c om

Feel you're missing out on all  the fun?  Join the KhushDC listserv!

Send an email  to :
KhushDC:  khushdc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com for all  the gossip and cat f ights.
KhushDCAnnounce :  KhushdcAnnounce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com for  upcoming
events  and announcements .  

Or read the messages at  your leisure by visiting the websites:
KhushDC: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/khushdc/
KhushDCAnnounce :  http:/ /groups.yahoo.com/group/KhushdcAnnounce/

Also, don’t forget to visit our website at: www.khushdc.org

AA U N T YU N T Y HH E L E NE L E N ’’ SS CC L O S E TL O S E T
Friends Just

Like You
With f r iends l ike  you

The days aren' t  qui te  that  b lue.
There is  a lways a s i lver  l in ing

To a c loud that  is  t rue,
Knowing that  there are f r iends

Just  l ike  you.

You  have  the  shou lder  fo r  me
to lean on

And the ear  for  me to  ta lk
o n  a n d  o n .

But  what 's  important  is  the
unders tanding

We each  possess .
The  when  one  o f  us  is  down

w e  c a n
Count  on the  other  to  cheer

u s  u p
And get  the  job  done.

We may b icker ,  we  may f ight ,
And have  our  own d i f fe rence

‘of  opinion.
But  i ts  a lways  about  some
Smal l  un impor tant  reason.

The t imes we share  are
treasured and true.

L i fe  wouldn ' t  be  the  same
Without  f r iends just  l ike you.

— J K

DBQ ISO GM for
friendship, possibly LTR...

Searching for that  special

someone  for  Valent ine ' s  Day?

Place  a  personal  ad  in  the  next

i ssue  o f  Khush  Khush  Hota

Hai.   We' l l  feature a  special

sect ion with personal  ads  from

desis  and nondesis  a l ike .  

S e n d  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  a d s  t o

K h u s h D C K K H H @ h o t m a i l . c o m

by January  25 ,  2002 .


